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ІДЕОЛОГІЇ ІНАУГУРАЦІЙНИХ ПРОМОВ ПРЕЗИДЕНТІВ УКРАЇНИ
ИДЕОЛОГИИ ИНАУГУРАЦИОННЫХ РЕЧЕЙ ПРЕЗИДЕНТОВ 
УКРАИНЫ
IDEOLOGIES OF INAUGURAL ADDRESSES OF THE PRESIDENTS 
OF UKRAINE
Зроблено спробу розглянути ідеологічні імплікації офіційного українського по-
літичного дискурсу початку XXI сторіччя на прикладі інаугураційних промов пре-
зидентів України. В ході дослідження проаналізовано інаугураційні промови 4-го та 
5-го Президентів України, а також будову інаугураційної промови 5-го Президента 
України. Зроблено висновок, що 4-й Президент України більшою мірою спирався на 
еліти, а 5-й робив спроби вести діалог з усіма верствами суспільства. Окрім цього, 
можна зазначити, що внутрішньо інаугураційна промова 5-го Президента складаєть-
ся з декількох частин, зокрема, акцентуація вибору Європейського шляху розвитку, 
обіцянка нації, заклик до спільної праці тощо. Мова та мовлення є двома ключовими 
гравцями на світовій політичній арені; так було протягом багатьох століть, і це є 
актуальним і для сьогодення. Політичний дискурс знаходиться на зламі двох наук – 
лінгвістики та політології; це симбіоз ряду проблемних питань, існування та вирі-
шення котрих неможливе окремо. Президент Порошенко використовує мову в якості 
потужного інструменту для комунікації своєї ідеї не тільки українському суспільству, 
але також міжнародному співтовариству. 
Ключові слова: політичний дискурс, мова, комунікація, ідеології, імплікації, інаугу-
раційна промова.
Сделана попытка рассмотреть идеологические импликации официального 
украинского политического дискурса начала XXI столетия на примере инаугураци-
онных речей президентов Украины. В ходе исследования проанализированы инаугу-
рационные речи 4-го и 5-го Президентов Украины, а также структура инаугураци-
онной речи 5-го Президента Украины. Сделан вывод, что 4-й Президент Украины в 
большей степени опирался на элиты, а 5-й пытался вести диалог со всеми слоями 
общества. Кроме того, можно отметить, что внутренне инаугурационная речь 5-го 
Президента состоит из нескольких частей, в частности, акцентуация выбора Евро-
пейского пути развития, обещание нации, призыв к совместной работе и т.д. Язык 
и речь являются двумя ключевыми игроками на мировой политической арене; так 
было на протяжении многих веков, и это остается актуальным и сегодня. Поли-
тический дискурс находится на рубеже двух наук – лингвистики и политологии и 
представляет собой симбиоз ряда проблемных вопросов, существование и решение 
которых невозможно отдельно. Президент Порошенко использует язык в качестве 
мощного инструмента для коммуникации своих идей не только украинскому, но и 
международному сообществу. 
Ключевые слова: политический дискурс, язык, коммуникация, идеологии, имплика-
ции, инаугурационная речь.
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An attempt to consider the ideological implications of the official Ukrainian political 
discourse of the early 21st century on the basis of the inaugural speeches of the Presidents 
is carried out in the paper in question. In the course of the study the inaugural speeches of 
the 4th and 5th Presidents of Ukraine are analyzed as well as the structure of the inaugural 
speech of the 5th President of Ukraine is researched. Having analyzed the relevant inau-
gural speeches, the author comes to the conclusion that the 4th President of Ukraine relies 
heavily on the elite, and 5th – is trying to engage all sectors of society in the dialogue. In 
addition, it can be noted that internally the inaugural speech of the 5th President consists 
of several parts, in particular, the accentuation of the choice of the European way of devel-
opment, the promise for the nation, the call to work together, etc. Language and speech are 
two of the key players on the global political arena. It has been true for many centuries and 
is true today. Political discourse is the study on the border between politics and linguistics; 
a combination of matters, the existence and solution to which in most cases is impossible 
without each other. President Poroshenko uses language as a powerful tool to communicate 
his ideas not only to the Ukrainian society but to the international community as well. 
Keywords: political discourse, language, communication, ideology, implications, inaugural 
address.
Political discourse is a fascinating field of research for those who deal both with 
political studies and linguistics. This branch appeared at the convergence point of two 
sciences, yet is relevant to both. Its relevance to politics is obvious, its relevance to lin-
guistics is less obvious, still, it is even more crucial. 
The study of political discourse, like that of other areas of discourse analysis, cov-
ers a broad range of subject matter, and draws on a wide range of analytic methods. 
Perhaps more than with other areas of discourse, however, at the outset one needs to 
consider the reflexive and potentially ambiguous nature of the term political discourse. 
The importance of political discourse analysis as well as the establishment of a true 
political discourse is extremely important for any country, especially for young states 
from post-soviet bloc. According to Fairclough, the term refers to the whole process of 
interaction of which a text is just a part. Discourse analysis is an extremely large field 
with a great many directions, this approach implies the concept of power coming prior 
to language: the power relations are reflected in the language. Most importantly, this 
approach allows a researcher, among others advantages, to see the difference between 
the rhetoric and practice of policy. However, things may be more confusing. Given that, 
based on some definitions, almost all discourse may be considered political, all analyses 
of discourse are potentially political, and, therefore, on one level, all discourse analysis 
is political discourse.
The most important tool for a politician is language. With the help of language 
he or she can manipulate the conscience of the electorate; can control the crowd; can 
obtain power. Politicians who mastered the proper language benefited greatly from the 
communication with their citizens. F.D.R. (Franklin Delano Roosevelt) was the first 
who used radio as a means of influence on society. His voice became an integral part of 
every household in the USA in the end 1930ies; his discourse led the Americans through 
difficult times; offered them a new deal; managed to communicate attractive designs. 
This study is a mere attempt to research ideologies and implications of the presidential 
discourse of Ukraine in the first quarter of the 21st century. According to Teun A. van 
Dijk, when one attempts at such a research, one should keep in mind that the approach 
to the analysis might be a multidisciplinary one as one may be dealing with a) political 
cognition; b) discourse structure; and, of course, c) socio-political context, in which 
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such cognitions and discourses have their meanings and functions (4, р. 84–86). As this 
problem is extremely wide and complex, we might address only some of its issues.
The most important figure on the political arena of Ukraine is an incumbent pres-
ident. To be successful it is crucial for a president to announce a vision, a long-term 
strategy of what a president intends to achieve while in the office. In the world history 
all successful presidents in terms of vision had a slogan, which technically is a coherent 
and succinct way to express in words what it is they are trying to accomplish. Slogans 
are crucial in communicating hope, sustained ambition, prosperity, success, etc. to the 
citizens of the given country. With the rise of media discourse and the widespread use 
of telecommunications, it is of high importance for a president to have a hold on the 
public’s imagination. In the process of gaining presidency, language plays a critical role, 
for every political action is enforced into life by language. Our attempt is to analyze 
political speeches of Ukrainian presidents, namely, the inaugural address of President 
Petro Poroshenko.
Presidential address should be aimed at the citizens of the given country. Taking 
into account the time of turmoil in Ukraine in 2014 the importance of the inaugural 
speech was enormous, so it is important to decipher ideological traits implied in the 
inaugural address of President Poroshenko. Having analyzed inaugural addresses of 
Ukrainian Presidents, the following conclusion has been made. The second President 
of Ukraine Leonid Kuchma had the longest inaugural address, which contained 2713 
words, while the fourth President of Ukraine Viktor Yanukovich pronounced the short-
est inaugural speech, containing 1094 words. In his inauguration address the newly 
elected President Petro Poroshenko «stressed the importance of securing the sovereign-
ty of the country and emphasized the permanent direction toward the EU integration 
of Ukraine» [2]. It is worth noting that all Presidents of Ukraine most often mentioned 
Ukraine in their inaugural addresses. The fifth President of Ukraine Petro Poroshenko 
says: «The return of Ukraine to its natural, European state was dreamt of throughout 
many generations» [1], then he goes with: «The country has become different. The peo-
ple has become different» [1], as well as «I am asking to commemorate those who fell 
for the will and independence of Ukraine in a moment of silence» [1], etc. However, the 
fourth President of Ukraine Viktor Yanukovich chose to mention primarily himself: «I 
have just been sworn in as the President of Ukraine. What did I feel as my hand rested 
upon the Holy Peresopnytsia Gospel?» [3]. The fourth President’s inaugural address is 
dominated with ‘first person singular’, e.g.: «I wish to emphasize: I see the Parliament 
playing a special role in reforming the public administration» [3], and «I have always 
put deeds above words and in my new office I shall not abandon this rule» [3], etc.
The inaugural address in question, the one of President Poroshenko’s can be in-
ternally divided into the following parts: a) Addressing the whole nation, stressing 
Ukraine’s citizens’ belonging to the European Community; b) Acknowledging the Rev-
olution of Dignity and time of change as well the difficult challenges the country will 
face; pointing out the crisis of the past; c) Outlining the plan to restore peace in the 
region; insisting on the importance of the dialogue; d) Specific address to the people 
from regions suffering from the military aggression; e) Mentioning his predecessor; f) 
Promises to the nation; outlining the things, which must be done in the future in eco-
nomics, legal system, judicial system, legislative system, etc.; outlining his vision for 
the development of the country; g) The solution lies not solely with the Government, 
Parliament and the Presidents, the solution lies with the people as well.
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At this point we are making an attempt of interpreting the ideological aspect of 
President Poroshenko’s inaugural address to have a possibility to link the inaugural 
discourse with the socio-cultural situation in Ukraine in 2014 and to understand the 
covert ideology of his political discourse. However, we will also try to contrast Pres-
ident Poroshenko’s discourse with the one of his predecessor President Yanukovich. 
The opening line of President Poroshenko’s inaugural address is «Dear compatriots 
from Lviv to Donetsk, from Chernihiv to Sevastopol!» [1], while President Yanukovich 
started his with: «Dear Members of Parliament! Dear compatriots!» [3]. The shift in 
discourse and ideology in President Poroshenko’s speech is drastic. Poroshenko’s form 
of address is much more inclusive, it includes all the people throughout the country, and 
represents grass-root diplomacy, while Yanukovich’s speech, starting from the opening 
line, demonstrates his exclusive and elitist system. President Poroshenko offers a line 
from works of the great Ukrainian poet and revolutionary Ivan Franko: «We, Ukraini-
ans, are a living spark in the family of European nations and active members of Euro-
pean civilizational work» [1]. The  choice of quote is not insignificant, as, on the one 
hand, it clearly states the European choice of Ukraine, and, on the other hand, it gives 
the implication of revolutionary events that might present themselves on the road to 
that European choice. Allusions to the righteous fight that involuntarily arise around the 
name of the poet may transform into implications of legitimization and justification of 
the anti-terroristic operation in the eastern part of the country.
President Poroshenko addresses a very important question of economics and wel-
fare. However, he points out the importance of having a job and wanting to work – the 
importance and satisfaction of being valued by the State. He says: «So far, I got the 
greatest professional satisfaction from the creation of new jobs» [1], which implies that 
citizens of the country should not expect enormous benefits from social programs, but 
should be able to work and support yourself. Yet, one of the most important challenges 
the Ukrainian society faces these days, and has been facing for quite some time, is still 
to be addressed and concerns the question of state language. In this regard, President 
Poroshenko is adamant and referring to the Constitution of Ukraine, he points out: «It 
defines the Ukrainian language as single state language, but guarantees free develop-
ment of Russian and other languages» [1]. The implication is rather clear – with the 
support for the development of languages of ethnic minorities living in the territory of 
Ukraine there is only place for a single state language, which is Ukrainian. The ideology 
behind this issue is the importance of strengthening the nation, and it cannot be done 
without the support of the state language in all the spheres of cultural and social life 
of Ukraine. President Poroshenko in his speech also mentions grand Ukrainian nar-
rative and emphasizes the necessity of joining the forces and avoiding the mistakes 
of the past. He states: Volodymyr Vynnychenko fought against Mykhailo Hrushevskyi, 
Symon Petliura fought against Pavlo Skoropadskyi and Nestor Makhno fought against 
all. Constant quarrels and conflicts among the prominent Ukrainians resulted in the 
loss of our independence. Conclusions should be done not only with old archives, but 
also with recent events. We must not repeat old mistakes and have to ensure coordinated 
work of the President, the Parliament and the Cabinet» [1]. However, what is implied is 
that all three active and mighty political players should reconcile in the face of greater 
problems and challenges that country faces. He reaches to the past and to the heroes of 
the past, and prompts everyone to learn from the past and never repeat it again. In terms 
of political reform and effective governance, President Yanukovich’s opinion was as 
follows: «First, we must restore the system of effective governance. We must quickly es-
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tablish a competent executive power that will immediately proceed to manage the most 
affected sectors of the economy and the social sphere’’ [3]. With right, understandable 
and straightforward words President Yanukovich sent to his country the message with 
absolutely different meaning; with the meaning that read the total control, lack of all 
kinds of freedom and constitutional reform, which meant going back to the presiden-
tial model of power, where a president had unlimited control. Several lines down in 
his speech, he confirmed the message regarding the amendments to the Constitution: 
«Such cooperation will be crucial for the effective reform of government, justice, and 
amending the Constitution. Today the state is controlled by the structure, «sewn» for the 
purposes of individual politicians» [3]. However, it became true only months later after 
the amendments were enforced. Leaving aside President Yanukovich’s vision regarding 
policy, it is worth noting that the vision was extremely ambiguous in terms of language, 
but rather clear in terms of implications. 
The use of the rule of three is also quite vivid in the speech of President Poroshen-
ko: «The country has changed. People have changed. The time of inevitable positive 
changes has come» or «To implement them, we need first of all peace, security and 
unity» or «For unemployment, for poverty and for refugees» [1]. The same technique 
is largely used by other leaders, especially American presidents, e.g. Barak Obama. 
To draw the conclusion, the overall theme for President Poroshenko’s inaugural 
address can be summarized as ‘plucking up the knowledge from our past, learning from 
our mistakes, we should pluck up the strength and courage in our future; should re-
member who we have always been, realize who we are, and know who we will be». 
Language and speech are the two of the key players on the world political arena. It 
has been true for many centuries and is true today. Political discourse is the study on 
the border between politics and linguistics; a combination of matters, the existence of 
which in most cases is impossible without each other. President Poroshenko uses lan-
guage as a powerful tool to communicate his ideas not only to the Ukrainian society but 
to the international community as well. The result is in line with Fairclough’s notions of 
ideology residing in text and that «ideology invests language in various ways at various 
levels» and that ideology is both «property of structures and of events».
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